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While Trapping or Hunting
Bobcats and Other Furbearers

Canada lynx were listed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service as Threatened in the contiguous United States
under the Endangered Species Act on March 24,
2000. As such, harvesting lynx is no longer permitted
in any state except Alaska. In the contiguous United
States, lynx may occur in Colorado, Idaho, Maine,
Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire,
New York, Oregon, Utah, Vermont, Washington,
Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

Harvest of bobcats and other furbearers, whether by
trapping or hunting, is not affected by this ruling.
However, trappers and hunters must use every
reasonable effort to avoid taking lynx where they may
occur in the contiguous 48 states.

Lynx are very similar in appearance and habits to
bobcats, and their range overlaps with them and other
furbearer species. Therefore it is important for
trappers and hunters to know how to distinguish lynx
from bobcats, to recognize their preferred habitat
types, and to avoid capturing or harvesting lynx.
Trappers must also learn what to do if a lynx is caught
incidentally.
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